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Prophet, and thereby confirmed in the religion of Islam. To the mind
of Muslim doctors generally, circumcision owes its origin to the
Patriarch Abraham. Yet some hold otherwise, and attribute it to Adam,
who, as they say, was taught it by the Arch-angel Gabriel to satisfy
an oath he had made to cut off the flesh which, after his well-known fail
to earth from heaven, had rebelled against his spirit. From this nar-
ration some deduce an interence whereby a valid argument has been
drawn for the universal obligation of circumcision. Others say that the
ancient Arabs used to observe this rite for many ages before the advent
of the Prophet, having probably learned it from Ishmael, who, in com-
mon with other tribes, practised the same. The Ishinaelites, it is said,
used to circumcise their children, not on the eighth day, as is the custom
of the Jews, but when about twelve or thirteen years old, at which age
their father underwent that operation ; and the Mohammedans of this
day imitate them so far as not to circumcise children before they are
able, at least, distinctly to pronounce the profession of their Faith,
" There is no God but God, and Mohammed is the Apostle of God,"
The age thus selected for the purpose now varies from six to sixteen,
or thereabouts ; when they believe their children to be able to understand,
or have a sufficient amount of judgment or knowledge of God, the
Prophet, and of the Islarnitish doctrine. Since some take circumcision,
if done before the period, to be uncalled-for, and render it obligatory
even when children have'the requisite perceptive degree for bearing the
operation; or when they begin growing to be subjected to the provisions
of the Ecclesiastical Law of Faith. Many, however, circumcise their
children immediately when they are born; but this practice is not
frequent. The general usage of the modern Mussulmans is to circumcise
their children any time below the age of ten years. The circumcision,
though so obligatory, is withheld and dispensed with in cases of new
converts to Islam, if advanced in years* Faith in God and belief in
Alcoran, and obeisance to the Prophet, and to his successors and im-
mediate followers, &c., are the only essentials for being a Mussulman.
A person dying without observing the formality of circumcision, or
things like this, can nowise be pronounced an infidel, for these usages,
sanctioned as they are, emanate from the Prophet, whose only command